Project Citizen
Correlating Project Citizen to Service Learning
Seven criteria for the best practices in school-based service learning are:
1. Meet a recognized need in the community ( Project Citizen students explore a variety of real community problems or issues.  As a class they select one problem for in-depth study.  Students formulate a public policy to address the problem and develop an action plan for having their policy implemented by an appropriate governing body or community agency.

2. Achieve curricular objectives through service learning ( Project Citizen is an ideal project for an interdisciplinary core program or for social studies, language arts, or science classes.  The content and instructional approach used in the program helps ground service learning in the core curriculum.

3. Reflect throughout service learning experience ( As students complete the various tasks involved in developing a class portfolio they must reflect upon the nature and extent of the community problem they are working on, the potential of their proposed policy to solve the problem, and the impact that their proposed policy would have on the community and themselves.  Project Citizen culminates with the students reflecting on the entire learning experience.

4. Develop student responsibility ( Throughout the instructional program students are assigned specific individual and group responsibilities that they must fulfill to complete the portfolio and prepare for the simulated hearing.  Working in teams helps prepare them for taking on responsibilities associated with service learning assignments.

5. Establish community partnerships ( In researching their problem and preparing policy students contact public officials, community leaders, and businesspersons.  These contacts help develop working relationships with government agencies, community groups, and other organizations that can assist schools with their service learning program.

6. Plan ahead for service learning ( The contacts that students make during their research enables them to select service learning assignments that are consistent with the other characteristics of effective service learning.  Service learning assignments will not be random and haphazard if students participate in the identification of projects they want to undertake.

7. Equip students with knowledge and skills needed for service ( In addition to teaching students how to monitor and influence public policy and increasing their knowledge about their community, Project Citizen helps students develop oral and written communication skills, research skills, and interpersonal skills.  Project Citizen also helps students develop civic attitudes essential for participatory citizenship.
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